
March 22, 2018 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the minutes of the March 6th meeting.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 6th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.  
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson brought forth an application to conduct off-site gambling from the TURN IN POACHERS – OTTERTAIL 
CHAPTER, for pull-tabs at the Flom Community Center at an event on April 6th.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the 
off-site gambling permit for the Ottertail Chapter of T.I.P.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward information with regard to a deed that had been filed in July of 2013 which transferred land 
from Greg Lunde to the City of Gary.  However, due to clerical error the transfer of ownership was not processed in the tax system 
and came to light when the delinquent tax listing was published.  A/T Hanson’s recommendation was to abate the penalties, 
interest and costs for 2014, and the delinquent taxes, penalties, interest and special assessments for 2015 through 2017 and the 
current 2018 tax as the property would have been classified as exempt in those years so no tax would have been generated, and 
the special assessments would not have been assessed as the city tore down the building.  Ms. Hanson suggested that the City of 
Gary pay the 2014 tax and special assessments because the filing date was too late for the exempt status for payable 2014.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to abate the 2015-2018 tax, special assessments, penalty, and interest along with the penalty, 
interest and costs for 2014 on Parcel 27-2410000 since this was due to clerical error.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.    
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward a request to abate partial taxes on six parcels where clerical errors were found in the process of 
proofing field cards against the computer in the Assessor’s Office.  Four parcels had incorrect classification codes and two parcels 
had building values that needed downward adjustment.  Donna stated that she had pulled the tax statements and could make the 
abatements and send out the correct statements at the time the regular statements would be going out.  After considerable 
discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to make the adjustments and send out the tax statements.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forth a revised warrant register for the March 6th meeting, explaining that a bill had been entered that 
should have gone through the Social Services Board and was caught when printing the Commissioners warrants after the last 
meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the revised warrant register as printed, Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.  The revised register was signed by all commissioners.   
 
A/T Hanson then presented a donation to the Norman County Crime Victim Assistance Program from the MN Alliance on Crime for 
board acceptance.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the donation from MN Alliance on Crime in the amount of 
$453.75 for training, Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 
Approximately 9:30 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach shared correspondence received from the Emerging Leadership Program 
extending an invitation to their banquet on March 24th at Bede Hall on the University of Minnesota-Crookston Campus.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach also shared information regarding the sixth annual National Service Recognition Day on  
April 3, 2018.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to issue a Proclamation making April 3, 2018, as National 
Service Recognition Day.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A short break was taken at 9:50 a.m.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Norman County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  Jerilyn started with an update on 
maintenance activities.  She stated that spring road restrictions for the north-central region went into effect on Wednesday, 
March 21, 2018, and all roads have been posted accordingly.  The spring road restrictions map is available on the Highway Dept 
website or at the Highway Dept office.  Ms. Swenson also stated that letters have been sent out to prior seasonal staff concerning 
if they are planning to return for the 2018 season.  In 2017 seventeen additional seasonal employees were hired and at this time 
they have five committed to returning for the 2018 season.   
 
Jerilyn then moved on to an update in engineering activities stating that paving and sign replacement projects have been 
advertised and bid opening is scheduled for Tuesday, April 17th at 1:00 p.m.  She also noted that a preconstruction conference had 
been held on March 14th for SAP 054-620-012, CSAH 20 bridge replacement, with Gerit Hanson Contracting.  Anticipated date to 
begin work the week of May 21st with an early August completion.  Contract completion date is set at August 31, 2018.   
 
Jerilyn also noted that a preconstruction conference for SAP 054-599-060, bridge removal for Br. No. L6711 was held on March 20, 
2018.  Visser Trenching plans to begin removing the bridge the week of March 26th, weather permitting.  Road graveling would 
begin after road restrictions are off.  Contract completion date is September 28, 2018.   
 



Korby Contracting anticipates beginning work on the Agassiz Rec Trail – Ada to Polk County line trail bridges in early April.   
 
Engineer Swenson also noted that staff are continuing to work on the CSAH 3 reconstruction project and CSAH 36 culvert 
replacement project.   
 
Ms. Swenson also requested authorization for final payment made to Olson Construction TRF, Inc in the amount of $5,440.74 for 
SAP-54-598-042.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the final payment to Olson Construction.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach then brought before the board the idea of entertaining sharing the position of the county engineer with 
Red Lake County in an effort to help Red Lake County with engineering in a transition period.  Considerable discussion ensued and 
Engineer Swenson stated that she would be willing to help Red Lake County as a temporary agreement, stressing that Red Lake 
County would need to be committed to finding a full-time engineer, and stating that she felt this should be a temporary 3 month 
position, with possible extension to 6 months if agreeable to all parties.  Chairman Bommersbach asked if anyone would like to sit 
on a committee to explore the feasibility of such an agreement and Commissioner Gunderson agreed to serve on the committee.  
Commissioner Jacobson stated he felt the Chairman should also be involved in this committee.  Chairman Bommersbach agreed to 
serve along with Commissioner Gunderson on this committee.   
 
At 10:20 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting to present his agenda.  James began with an agreement for 
MCAPS, which is a case management system for county attorneys through the Minnesota Counties Computer Cooperative.  James 
presented a board ratification statement for the professional services agreement between Minnesota Counties Computer 
Cooperative and Strategic Technologies Inc for the maintenance and support of MCAPS.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 
approve the ratification statement.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Attorney Brue then went on to state that the Joint Powers Agreement with Court Data Services that had been approved at the 
May 18, 2017, board meeting and signed by him on behalf of the county has now been returned by the State of MN for additional 
signatures from the 2017 Chairman and the Auditor-Treasurer.  Commissioner Gunderson and A/T Hanson signed and dated the 
agreement.  James will send these back to the State for final signature execution.   
 
James then brought forward a resolution for approval of a Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota and Norman 
County on behalf of Norman County Social Services for use of systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data 
communications network.   
 
After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-22-2018-1, a Resolution Approving State of 
Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with the County of Norman on Behalf of Norman County Social Services.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were all yeas and no nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in 
the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Following this, Attorney Brue discussed the number of data requests for information regarding the Perez court case.  He has talked 
with Shawn Larsen of Morris Electronics regarding how to best handle these requests without compromising the integrity of the 
county computer systems while allowing individuals to procure the information without having to individually prepare the 
information for each request.  Mr. Larsen is suggesting taking the old courthouse server to put the public data on for that case so 
others would be able to access this without being on the current county server.  James felt that this would serve everyone 
involved well and would be a minimal cost for the time savings it would afford.   
The county board was in agreement with this solution.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forth discussion regarding the Elections Grant and information she had received regarding the 
equipment she had hoped to purchase with the grant to increase efficiency in her office on elections night.  A/T Hanson was 
seeking guidance from the board as which direction to proceed.  No decision was made at this time as A/T Hanson is still working 
with some precincts on whether they would like to become mail ballot precincts.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach then asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills as presented.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the bills as presented: 
 
Road & Bridge - $3,114.75  Revenue - $52,422.57  Public Health - $2,617.31   
 
County Homes - $3.29   TOTAL - $58,157.92 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. there being no further business before the board, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting at 11:01 a.m.   
 
 
 
 
                                                                                           
Steve Bommersbach, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer     


